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Background Information

ÅSanitary Sewer System: ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǿŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ ǿŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ 

from homes and businesses, and transports this water to the Bay View Water 

Reclamation Plant, where it is filtered and processed to remove bacteria and 

other contaminants before being returned to the Maumee River

ÅStorm Water System: The /ƛǘȅΩǎ storm water system collects water from rain 

events, melting snow, and roadway run-off and returns this water to creeks, 

rivers, and Lake Erie through a series of ditches and piping
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Combined Sewer Overflows

ÅDuring heavy rain events, combined sewers can become completely filled 

with rainwater, with the water flowing into Swan Creek, Ottawa River and 

the Maumee River through relief points designed to prevent interceptor 

surcharges and to reduce basement flooding. These relief points are 

called Combined Sewer Overflows or CSOs.
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Toledo Waterways Initiative

The City of Toledo is spending $527 million to improve public health and 

recreation by improving quality of rivers and streams:

Å Improvements at Bay View Water Reclamation Plant $135 M -

DONE

Å Elimination of Sanitary Sewer Discharges (SSDs) $71 M - DONE

Å Reduction of Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs) $321 M - Under 

Construction (to be completed May 2020) 

Å Funded through sewer charges
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Bay View Wet Weather Facility 
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ÅCompleted $135 Million of improvements at the 

Bay View Water Reclamation Plant in 2006

Å Increased treatment capacity of the Plant from 

200 mgdto 400 mgdduring wet weather events

ÅZero untreated bypasses at the Plant since 2006

ÅEliminated 144 million gallons/year on average of 

untreated overflows



TWI CSO Storage Facilities
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Toledo is Reducing CSO Discharges 

ÅThe number of discharge events per location will be reduced on 

average from 34 to 3 times annually 

ÅSeven (7) CSO locations have already been eliminated through the 

$527 million Toledo Waterways Initiative (TWI) - A total of 8 CSOs 

will be eliminated when the program is complete in 2020
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CSO Data 2010 - 2018

Number of
outfalls 
reporting

Overflow 
per year

Annual 
Volume, MG

MG/occurrence
Annual 
rainfall, inches

Overflows MG/ 
per inch rain

Occurrence/ 
per inch rain

2010 31 860 626.8 0.73 34.60 18.1 24.9
2011 33 932 1,717.4 1.84 48.96 35.1 19.0
2012 30 426 378.3 0.89 24.62 15.4 17.3
2013 29 678 624.0 0.92 39.13 15.9 17.3

2014 26 340 311.1 0.92 31.70 9.8 10.7
2015 26 414 606.8 1.47 35.80 16.9 11.6
2016 26 287 110.4 0.38 33.81 3.3 8.5
2017 26 307 320.6 1.04 37.27 8.6 8.2
2018 26 284 324.5 1.14 41.95 7.7 6.8
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Combined Sewer 
Overflow Locations
Locations are also listed on the website
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Not all pipes into 
the watershed are 

CSOs. In the 
photo above, a 

storm outfall on 
the left returns  

rain water to the 
watershed, and a 

CSO is on the 
right. Signage is 
used to identify 
CSO locations.
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CSOs from the Waterway Perspective



More Information on the CSO Webpage

ÅFrequently Asked Questions 

Å[ƛƴƪ ǘƻ άIƻǿ hǳǊ {ŜǿŜǊ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ²ƻǊƪǎέ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-va72Doe4nA

ÅLink to www.toledowaterwaysinitiative.comfor more about 
Combined Sewer Overflows and the Toledo Waterways Initiative 

ÅLink to www.lakeerie.clearchoicescleanwater.orgfor information 
about what the public can do to reduce water pollution

ÅContact Tab:Option for individuals to email questions or comments 
to the City of Toledo for a response or  request a public 
presentation 
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Bay View Water 
Reclamation Plant
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